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From sta! reports
Mayor Lori Lightfoot and 

the Chicago Department of 
Housing earlier this week 
opened the third round of 
rental assistance for tenants 
and landlords since the on-
set of the pandemic.
7KH� (PHUJHQF\� 5HQW-

al Assistance Program 
�(5$3��LQFOXGHV�QHDUO\�����
million funded through the 
&RURQDYLUXV� 5HVSRQVH� DQG�
5HOLHI�6XSSOHPHQWDO�$SSUR-
priation Act signed into law 
by Congress in December 
2020 and will offer up to 15 
months of rental assistance 
and utility payment assis-
tance for impacted renters.

“Over the course of this 
LQFUHGLEO\� GLI¿FXOW� \HDU��
our residents, especially 

our most vulnerable ones, 
have faced unimaginable 
loss that is compounded 
by a systemic poverty and 
lack of access to safe, af-
fordable housing,” Light-
foot said. “The Emergency 
5HQWDO�$VVLVWDQFH�3URJUDP�
will not only help to relieve 
these residents of the fear 
of losing their homes and 
being thrown further into 
uncertainty and socioeco-
nomic instability but allow 
RXU�FLW\�WR�PDNH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
progress in our mission to 
provide our communities 
with resources they need to 
thrive long after this pan-
demic is over.”
&KLFDJR¶V� (5$3�� DORQJ�

with other county and state 
assistance programs are 

designed to keep Chicago 
renters in their homes as 
well as avoid the kind of 
multifamily foreclosures 
that were seen in the wake 
of the 2008 economic crisis.

Since the onset of the 
pandemic, eviction morato-
riums at the state and fed-
eral levels have provided 
some protection to tenants 
who have lost income. How-
ever, last week, Governor 
Pritzker announced that the 
state moratorium on pan-
demic-related evictions will 
be phased out by August. 
During this time, landlords 
have also struggled to pay 
their bills due to reduced 
UHQW�FROOHFWLRQV��(5$3�UHS-
resents assistance to Chica-
go renters to avoid a wave 

of evictions, and to Chicago 
property owners to avoid 
foreclosures and resulting 
housing instability.

DOH has partnered with 
7KH� 5HVXUUHFWLRQ� 3URM-
ect, which will provide 
case management services 
to administer 75% of the 
funds through an online 
platform designed by Un-
qork. Additional intake 
and application processing 
will be performed by over 
a dozen delegate agencies 
and will include in-person 
services to assist residents 
with limited access to tech-
nology and ensure that res-
idents in need are informed 
of available assistance.

Applications are open 
now through 11:59 p.m. 

June 8,  at chicago.gov/
renthelp. In addition, a call 
center will provide support 
in multiple languages to 
help renters and landlords 
complete their applications. 
The call center number is 
(312) 698-0202 and will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
weekdays and 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturdays. It will be 
closed Sundays and on Me-
morial Day.  
7R�EH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�(5$3��

tenants must:  
• Live in Chicago.  
• Have suffered a hard-

ship due to COVID-19, 
such as job loss, reduced 
hours or illness within the 
household.

• Be at risk of housing 
instability. 

• Have earned less than 
the maximum household 
income during 2020 or at 
the time of application (in-
come limits can be found at 
Chicago.gov/renthelp).

Landlords may apply for 
assistance on behalf of a 
tenant. Landlords may also 
register their properties us-
ing the online application 
DQG� EH� QRWL¿HG� LI� D� WHQDQW�
has started the application 
process for rental assis-
tance. Household income 
limits apply, and proof of 
DGGUHVV��LQFRPH�VHOI�FHUWL¿-
cation, and other documen-
tation are needed to qualify. 
Proof of citizenship is not a 
UHTXLUHPHQW� IRU� TXDOL¿FD-
tion. Funds will be distrib-
uted on a rolling basis.

More aid available for renters and landlords

Acclaimed ballet teacher to 
launch production company
By Mary Hadac

Eight years after she 
brought her classical ballet 
school to the Southwest Side, 
Madame Elizabeth Boitsov 
is looking to expand.

An internationally ac-
claimed ballerina and bal-
let teacher, Boitsov recent-
ly hosted an invitation-only 
luncheon at her school’s 
storefront near Archer and 
Mason.

Several Southwest Side 
leaders, including elected 
RI¿FLDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�OHDG-
ers, attended.

The purpose of the small 
gathering was to announce 
the launch of a production 
company linked to the 
school and generate com-
munity support.

“Boitsov Classical Ballet 
Productions was formed to 
offer a solution -- to pro-
YLGH� IDPLO\�IULHQGO\� ¿QH�
arts productions that edu-
cate and inspire the young 
and the young-at-heart 
while being accessible and 
affordable,” Boitsov told 

her guests.
Boitsov Classical Ballet 

Productions is looking to 
start staging productions on 
a semi-annual basis starting 
in 2023, with Pinocchio in 
the spring and Hansel and 
Gretel in the fall.

The cast of these pro-
GXFWLRQV� ZRXOG� EH� ¿OOHG�
primarily by profession-
al ballet dancers, while 
also providing students at 
Boitsov’s school opportu-
nities to be cast, enabling 
students to gain profession-
al experience.

“I love to share my 
knowledge of performing 
and teaching ballet to pre-
SDUH�¿QH�DUWV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�
for careers in ballet, but the 
major emphasis for dance is 
performance,” said Boitsov, 
a spry, cheerful woman 
who looks years young-
er than her age. “Dancing 
before a live audience is 
what all the work is for and 
where the magic happens.”

That matters, she added, 
because the average price 
of just one ticket to a ballet 

performance downtown is 
about $181 – making it out 
of reach for many South-
west Side parents who want 
to expose their children to 
the arts.

To make these produc-
tions even more acces-
sible to the community, 
Boitsov’s production com-
pany will also stage smaller 
performances in commu-
nity spaces such as public 
libraries and schools.

Before 2023 there are 
several things communi-
ty members can do to help 
make Boitsov’s dream of 
EULQJLQJ� ¿QH� DUWV� WR� *DU-
¿HOG�5LGJH�D�UHDOLW\�

The company is currently 
looking for spaces to stage 
these performances with the 
hopes of eventually having 
a performance space of their 
own. There are opportuni-
ties for community mem-
bers to become donors and 
receive advanced notices of 
productions and projects. 
Businesses can sign up to 
sponsor productions. There 
are also opportunities for 
volunteers to join and help 
run and promote events.

Those interested in help-
ing Boitsov Ballet Produc-

tions can call the school at 
������ ��������� RU� FRQWDFW�
them through boitsovballet.
com.

Background
Boitsov was born in the 

old Soviet Union and start-
HG�SUDFWLFLQJ�EDOOHW�DW�DJH���

As a young adult in the 
1970s, she left home to 
teach ballet in Poland and 
later Sweden, before com-
ing to the U.S. and eventu-
ally setting up shop in Chi-
cago in early 1980.

With her husband, Vl-
adamir, she founded her 
school in the South Loop, 
along with a ballet compa-

ny. Both thrived and drew 
critical acclaim until Vl-
adamir died from lung can-
cer in 2000. The company 
shut down, but Boitsov 
maintained the school.

In 2013, she closed its 
downtown location and relo-
FDWHG� WR�*DU¿HOG�5LGJH²D�
move she called “a dream” 
she and her husband shared, 
to make classical ballet 
more accessible to commu-
nities not normally exposed 
to it. Today, Boitsov lives in 
*DU¿HOG�5LGJH�

The school’s move was 
made possible through as-
sistance from the Greater 
Southwest Development 

Corporation, which over the 
past seven years has helped 
her organize her school 
from the business end.

The school teaches the 
Vaganova Technique of 
5XVVLDQ� FODVVLFDO� EDOOHW��
“This technique is prac-
ticed around the world,” 
according to a statement 
on the Boitsov website. “It 
is the highest standard by 
which a professional ballet 
dancer is trained.”

The school accepts girls 
and boys as young as age 
��DQG� WHDFKHV� WKHP�DOO� WKH�
way to adulthood, with an 
eye on them having careers 
as professional dancers.

Boitsov Ballet will expand

0DGDPH�(OL]DEHWK�%RLWVRY�RXWOLQHV�KHU�YLVLRQ�IRU�D�EDOOHW�SURGXFWLRQ�FRPSDQ\�RQ�WKH�6RXWK-
ZHVW�6LGH��– Photo by Lorena Paredes

Works with GOP colleague on 
bill to fund fight against disease
From sta! reports

Legislation designed 
to fund research on treat-
ments and cures for diseas-
es including Alzheimer’s, 
cancer, blindness, juvenile 
diabetes and sickle-cell 
anemia was recently intro-
GXFHG�E\�8�6��5HS��%REE\�
/�� 5XVK� �'��VW�� DQG� %ULDQ�
)LW]SDWULFN��5�3D���

The proposed Long-term 
Opportunities for Advanc-
ing New Studies (LOANS) 
IRU� %LRPHGLFDO� 5HVHDUFK�
$FW� �+�5�� ������ZRXOG� DX-
thorize a federally-backed 
loan program for clinical tri-
als that have received FDA 
clearance and are focused 
RQ� ¿QGLQJ� PXFK� QHHGHG�

treatments and cures.
“The accelerated de-

velopment of COVID-19 
vaccines over the past year 
KDV� SURYHG� WKDW� VLJQL¿FDQW�
investment in medical re-
search and development 
can speed the development 
of cures and treatments,” 
5XVK� VDLG�� ³0LOOLRQV� RI�
Americans suffering from 
cancer, Alzheimer’s and 
other terrible diseases can-
not afford to wait for vital 
treatments and cures while 
clinical trials are disrupted.

“We must use every fed-
eral avenue to restart U.S. 
biomedical research and 
ensure that the clinical trials 
necessary to take basic re-
search to the bedside receive 

the funding they urgently 
need,” the congressman 
continued. “I thank my col-
OHDJXH��5HS��)LW]SDWULFN��IRU�
joining me in introducing 
this important legislation to 
advance U.S. biomedical re-
search and save lives.”
5XVK� VDLG� WKH� SDQGHPLF�

severely disrupted clinical 
trials, negatively affecting 
patients who were enrolled 
in or awaiting clinical trials 
for deadly and debilitating 
conditions.  He said recent 
research indicates that more 
than 1,000 clinical trials re-
main disrupted as funding 
and other resources contin-
ue to be diverted to address 
the ongoing pandemic.

The LOANS for Bio-
PHGLFDO� 5HVHDUFK� $FW� LV�
GHVLJQHG� WR� ¿OO� WKH� IXQG-
ing gaps without addition-
DO� GH¿FLW� VSHQGLQJ� DQG� DW�

minimal cost to taxpayers 
by creating a new class of 
investments called Bio-
%RQGV��%LR%RQGV�DUH�¿QDQ-
cial instruments comprised 
of loans to eligible biomed-
ical companies and univer-
sities which have received 
FDA authorization for clin-
ical trials advancing novel 
treatments and cures.

Since borrowers are re-
quired to be able to repay 
these extensions of credit 
regardless of project suc-
cess, investors in BioBonds 
would be those with long-
term, risk-adverse capital 
such as pension funds and 
insurers, rather than ven-
ture capitalists or pharma-
ceutical companies.

BioBonds are structured 
similarly to well-estab-
lished bond instruments 
such as green bonds, which 

are currently funding bil-
lions in renewable-energy 
and climate-risk reduction 
SURMHFWV��+RZHYHU�� ORDQ� ¿-
nancing is generally absent 
in biomedical research, 
which relies largely on ven-
ture-capital and Biophar-
PDFHXWLFDO� ¿UP� LQYHVW-
ments, which are generally 
only possible when there is 
D� FOHDU� SUR¿W� SRWHQWLDO�� IRU�
example, with late-stage 
research into to high-priced 
drugs for large patient pop-
ulations. The absence of 
funding for “translation-
al” research, which takes 
projects from the lab to 
early-stage clinical trials, 
leaves much promising re-
search behind. Additional-
ly, the current equity-based 
funding model for biomed-
ical research is costly, thus 
increasing U.S. drug prices.

The LOANS for Bio-
PHGLFDO� 5HVHDUFK� $FW� LV�
supported by the follow-
ing organizations: Alli-
DQFH� IRU� $JLQJ� 5HVHDUFK��
Alzheimer’s Drug Discov-
ery Association, Ameri-
FDQ� &ROOHJH� RI� 5KHXPD-
tology, Blinded Veterans 
Association, Chordoma 
Foundation, Choroidere-
PLD� 5HVHDUFK� )RXQGDWLRQ��
Foundation Fighting Blind-
ness, The Mark Founda-
WLRQ� IRU� &DQFHU� 5HVHDUFK��
0HODQRPD� 5HVHDUFK� $OOL-
ance, National Alliance for 
(\H� DQG� 9LVLRQ� 5HVHDUFK��
North Carolina Biotechnol-
ogy Center, OculoTherapy, 
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foun-
dation, Smashing Walnuts 
Foundation, Sophia Sees 
Hope, and the Usher Syn-
drome Coalition.

-XPS�VWDUW�VWDOOHG�PHGLFDO�UHVHDUFK��8�6��5HS��5XVK�VD\V


